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Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Discussion Agendap ( ) g

•Why Is An EIS required for the RDG redevelopment?

•What is an EIS?•What is an EIS?

•When is an EIS required?

•What are the community benefits of an EIS?

•EIS public comment opportunities

•So what’s next: Review project timeline

•Scoping: What it is, what it does and what it covers

•Questions
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Why is an EIS required for this redevelopment?y q p

Development Options

A: 
Only seek to redevelop one or 

B: 
Seek to plan for the redevelopment of Mr. 

two parcels of Mr. Sisley’s 
properties

(No EIS required)

Sisley’s Roosevelt holdings

(EIS required)(No EIS required) (EIS required)
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What is an EIS?

An EIS is a state-sanctioned document that describes the impacts on the environment as a 
result of a proposed action. It also describes impacts of alternatives as well as plans to 
mitigate the impacts.

The document must comply with: Washington State Environmental Policy Act (Chapter 43.21, 
R i d C d f W hi Ch 197 11 W hi Ad i i i C dRevised Code of Washington Chapter 197-11, Washington Administrative Code
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When is an EIS required?q
An EIS is “triggered” when the “impacts” of a given project are deemed by the governing public 

entity (in this case the City of Seattle) to be “significant”. 

What does “significant  impact” mean?
Deeming a project to be “significant” means its impacts on its environment will need to consider 

any or all of the following:any or all of the following:

•Earth
•Air
•Water

•Noise
•Land and shoreline use
•Housing

•Transportation
•Public services
•Utilities

•Plants
•Animals
•Energy and natural 
resources

•Aesthetics
•Light and glare
•Recreation
•Historical / culturalresources

•Environmental health
•Historical / cultural    
preservation
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What are the community benefits of an EIS?

Predictable, set process – no surprises

Multiple opportunities for public comment and input

Exhaustive study and evaluation of impacts and possible development 
scenarios

Study of elements such as noise, traffic, utilities, light and shadow that 
are not otherwise studied in a typical rezone process
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EIS Public  Comment Opportunities
*all dates are approximate and subject to change

Scoping Hearing March 2009

Design Review Spring – Fall 2009

Draft EIS Hearing July 2009Draft EIS Hearing July 2009

Final EIS Fall 2009

Hearing Examiner Hearing January 2010

City Council Land Use Committee  
meetings and Hearing

Spring 2010

Final City Council decision Summer 2010
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SO WHAT’S NEXT?
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Scoping: What it is, what it does and what it coversp g

What it is: A process that sets the “scope” for what the EIS will cover

What it does: Establishes a “playbook” for the EIS process



What it covers: 
Example of  the 
“ ” f“scope” of an 

Environmental 
Impact Statement
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QUESTIONS?Q


