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What is Meant by “Affordable Housing”?
By Ellen Stoecker and Jay Lazerwitz

American households are severely housing-cost burdened.

The Office of Housing is considering a substantial investment of monies toward affordable housing for the Sound
Transit re-development site. Opportunities for the City have
been rare in north Seattle, and especially the Roosevelt/
Greenlake/Ravenna communities. We welcome this investment especially for family housing and other populations.

Seattle’s median household income broke the $80,000 mark
in 2015, jumping nearly $10,000. With a sharp rise in income,
Seattle black households now have a median income of
$37,000, which is on par with the national average. Even so,
black households still lag behind the city’s other racial and
ethnic groups, and earn less than half that of white
households.

Affordability for individuals and families of various income
levels can be examined by determining what percentage of
their gross income is spent on housing costs and where income falls with respect to the area median income (AMI) of a
city or region.

Housing costs can be lowered or held at a constant for people
at various percentages of AMI through federal financing
mechanisms and local housing financing, incentive
programs and regulations. Affordability levels are addressed
by the types of potential funding and rent reduction
The following is information from Seattle Office of Housing programs that attract for profit and not for profit developers.
...Continued on Page 3
and Housing Affordability and Livability (HALA)
documents. Paying over 30% of one’s or a family’s income is
Affordable Rents Including Utilities at 35% of household income
considered “not affordable”, or cost burdened. Households
that spend more than half of their monthly income on housPercent of Area Median Income
ing costs are considered severely housing-cost burdened.
Unit Size

The need for affordable housing is increasing in Seattle. The
average rent for a 1-bedroom apartment in Seattle has
increased 35% in the last five years. Between 2015 and 2016
homelessness increased by 19% in King County. Today 1 in 5
households, more than 45,000, are severely cost burdened,
having to pay more than half their income for housing.
Who needs affordable housing? Seniors, families with
children and people of color. For example, about 22 percent
of households of color and close to one-third of African
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RNA General Meeting
Tuesday, March 28th, 2017
6:30 PM Social, 7:00 - 8:30 PM Presentation

CCA, 68th & Roosevelt, Upper Level

Sound Transit Workshops
By Jay Lazerwitz, Land Use Chair
The RNA and Sound Transit have been engaged in a series
of workshops to solicit community input that will form the
basis for the Development Request for Proposal (RFP) that
will be used to solicit proposals that meet these guidelines
and criteria. There is an Open House to present the final
ideas on March 9, 2017 (6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.) Roosevelt
High School Commons, 1410 NE 66th St.
The passage of ST3, the voter approved Proposition,
instituted a provision to support affordable housing
development at 805 of AMI (area median income) for 80%
of the potential housing units available.
For more information on this process, publications, public
survey, and information, see: http://www.soundtransit.org/
rooseveltstation/transit-oriented-development-aroundroosevelt-station

Roosevelt Station TOD Wins Award
from Futurewise!
Thanks to the efforts of the Roosevelt Neighborhood
Association TOD committee, our organization has been
nominated and selected for a 2017 Futurewise Livable
Communities Award. We have been recognized for our
progressive thinking about TOD, affordable housing, and
an inclusive community process in shaping the station’s
planning.
Futurewise is a statewide nonprofit that supports the
creation of sustainable, livable communities in
Washington State, working to preserve our farmlands and
forests. The Livable Communities Awards honor
individuals, organizations, or projects that achieves those
goals. The Annual Spring Breakfast & Livable
Communities Awards will be held on March 2nd, with a
post-event awards ceremony at Pike Place Market.
Thanks to the Enterprise Foundation for awarding the
RNA a Community Partner’s Equitable Transit Oriented
Development Grant.
RNA TOD Committee:
David Wood
Jay Lazerwitz,
Katie Wood
RNA Land Use Chair
Scott Cooper,
Kathryn Bledsoe
RNA President
Ainsley Close
Joan Davis
Project Consultants to RNA:
Ian Hamilton
Chris Fiori / Heartland
Nancy Helm
Lanzi Li / Heartland
Al Levine
David Cutler /
Chris Mitchell
Northwest Studios
David Perk
Aaron Young /
Sagar Ramachandra
Northwest Studios
Barbara Warren
Amanda Winters

Eleanor Apartments Mix-and-Mingle
By David Wood

At the Roosevelt Neighborhood Association, we are looking for new ways to meet the local community, chat
with our neighbors, and hear their opinions and concerns
about Roosevelt. Our latest event was a ‘mix-and-mingle’
for residents of the “Eleanor” apartments on 67th. Over a
glass of wine and some pizza, we introduced the past and
present of the Roosevelt neighborhood, explained what the
RNA does, and talked with some of the building residents.
In addition, we encouraged people to write-down: “What I
love about Roosevelt”, and: “What I wish could be changed
about the neighborhood”. We got many great suggestions
– lots of people commented that the walkability; beautiful
parks; many stores and restaurants; and closeness to Green
Lake and the U. District make Roosevelt a great neighborhood (we think so too!). We also heard important concerns
including bus service to downtown, traffic, and parking issues – these ideas will help guide what the RNA focuses on
in 2017.
The Eleanor is a beautiful building, with a spectacular rooftop clubhouse and deck, cozy lobby area, other great amenities, and a friendly and professional staff (with a
great blog). There are apartments ranging from studios to 3
-bedrooms. Thanks to all who attended, and particular
thanks to Leah from the Leasing Office for agreeing to host
the event, and helping us get everything set up.

The RNA is planning to hold more events of this kind in
apartment and condo buildings in the neighborhood –
please get in touch: communications@rooseveltseattle.org.

What is Meant By Affordable Housing?
...Continued from Page 1
Federal funding for financing programs for new
development projects is given for those that rent to
persons making <60% of AMI, with a lower level of
funding for rentals set at <30% AMI. The City Office of
Housing may use these funds and housing levy monies to
work with various developers to build housing that is
affordable for individuals and families with lower incomes.
Locally, the Multifamily Tax Exemption Program (MFTE)
is an affordable housing incentive program in existence
since 1998. It provides a property tax exemption in
exchange for offering at least 20% of units at affordable
rents and keeps units affordable for 12 years. The program
can serve people with incomes from 40% to 90% of AMI. It
is used in buildings located throughout the city, both rental
and owner-occupied homes, both market-rate and
subsidized projects.

Get Involved!
Please contact the RNA to share your skills and learn more about your neighborhood.
Name
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Mark Konings
Ellen Stoecker
Adrienne Slaughter
Katie Wood
Tom Wilson

Officer/Director
President
Treasurer
Secretary
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Consider joining the RNA! Contact rna@rooseveltseattle.org
Scott Cooper represents the RNA on the UW City/University Community Advisory Committee (CUCAC).
Katie Wood represents the RNA at Northeast District Council meetings (NEDC).
Please follow the RNA on Twitter: @roosieseattle
Subscribe to the RNA website blog at: RooseveltSeattle.org
Join the conversation with your neighbors at: Facebook.com/groups/RooseveltSeattle/

We need your help today. Please volunteer to deliver or contribute articles to The Ro o sie.
If interested, please contact: RoosieEditor@RooseveltSeattle.Org

ANNUAL RNA MEMBERSHIP FORM
$_____ Student / Low Income

$20 = Individual

$35 = 2-Person Household

$95 = Business Member

(pay what you can)
$________ Other Tax Deductible Donation
Name(s): ________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: _____________________ Email Address:___________________________
Volunteer Skill(s) / Area(s) of Community Interest: _____________________________________


I would love to pay annual membership dues to support increasing RNA’s outreach and community events.



I enjoy receiving The Roosie at my door and will donate my time to deliver to others by being a “Blockhead”.



Please enter my email address to the http://www.RooseveltSeattle.org blog email list.



Yes! I would love to place an ad to support The Roosie (Discounts for members!).



Please welcome me, by name, as a new or renewing member on the website/twitter/facebook/next issue of The Roosie.

Please make check payable to: The Roosevelt Neighborhood Association: 6910 Roosevelt Way NE, #518, Seattle, WA 98115
OR *New* Pay your membership dues online at RooseveltSeattle.org/Membership/

