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It goes without saying that Roosevelt is a neighborhood in 
transition. Weӻre no strangers to cranes, construction 
workers, and land use signs within the border of our urban 
village. The inevitably of change is heavy on many residentsӻ 
minds, and for business owners, this change comes with 
great implications. 
 
Cheryl Richards and Adrian Noone, co-owners of the 
beloved Sunlight Café, have anticipated that the accelerating 
development in the commercial core of Roosevelt would 
come knocking at their door sooner rather than later. For 
the past several years, theyӻve proactively been searching for 
their inevitable new home.  
 
The Sunlight Café, Seattleӻs oldest vegetarian café, has 
operated on the corner of Roosevelt and 64th since 1980, and 
their 100-year old, one-story building is within the up-zoned 
radius of the light rail site. 
 
While Cheryl and Adrian are a bit nervous about the move, 
their excitement at a fresh start outweighs any of the stressful 
nights planning (and re-planning) layouts and fundraising.   
 
Luckily, Cheryl and Adrianӻs foresight resulted in the best 
case scenario: Roosevelt regulars wonӻt need to wander far to 
ֹnd their new location, a mere 300 feet away, in fact. Their 
space is in a new building, which oָers them the opportunity 
to fully customize the new Sunlight Café to ensure the most 
eֻcient layout. 
 
Sunlight Café regulars will be glad to hear that all of the 
current furniture and charm of the current location will be 

transferred to the new location. ӽEven though there are 
scuָs, they work and they are ours,Ӿ Cheryl laughed, 
gesturing to the comfortable, well-loved booths we sat in 
during this interview.  Adrian joked that theyӻll have the 
same ӽseasoningӾ on the walls in no time, and that they will 
still have the same funky, hippie-inspired atmosphere. 
 
The best parts of the new location? For one, outdoor seating! 
Locals can soak up Seattleӻs unbeatable summer days while 
enjoying the Sunlight Caféӻs famous waּes and Bloody 
Marys in the morning. If the heat is too much, though, 
patrons can enjoy A/C in the new space.  
 
Additionally, their optimized layout will enable them to 
provide and even better experience for their customers. And 
of course, locals will be happy to know that their bar menu 
will be expanding to include cocktails. 
 
I am thrilled to witness this type of change in the 
neighborhood. Integrating the existing charm of local 
favorites into the new developments popping up around every 
corner will continue to make Roosevelt one of the most 
special neighborhoods in Seattle. 
 
If you would like to support the Sunlight Café in reaching 
their fundraising campaign for the move, please visit their 
campaign site at https://igg.me/at/sunlightcafe.  

This campaign helps Adrian and Cheryl bridge the ֹnancial 
gap between their small business loan and the actual cost of 
building out the new space. 

Changes on the Horizon with Sunlight Cafe 
By Hannah Nilsson, Communications Director 

RNA General Meeting 
Tuesday, January 16th, 2018 

6:30 PM Social, 7:00-8:00 PM Presentation 

CCA, 68th and Roosevelt, Upper Level 

Streets are changing, and how people move around and 
through the Roosevelt neighborhood will look a lot  
diָerent within a few short years. While Sound Transit's 
light rail station will grab headlines, Seattleӻs Department 
of Transportation (SDOT) and King County Metro are  
doing their own part to increase mobility and access to 
Roosevelt. 
 
SDOT is currently reviewing street conditions and design 
along NE 65th St between NE Ravenna Blvd and 39th Ave 
NE.                                                              Continued on Page 3... 

Transportation News 
By Chris Mitchell, Transportation Committee Chair 
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https://igg.me/at/sunlightcafe


 

Land Use Update 
By Jay Lazerwitz, Land Use Committee Chair 
 
HALA & Proposed Zoning Plans Update  

The City received a very high number of comments over 
the summer on the Draft environmental impact statement 
(EIS), and the Final EIS was published Nov. 9th. The Final 
EIS includes a preferred alternative for Mandatory Housing 
Aָordability (MHA) implementation, supplemental 
analysis on topics including racial equity and other 
considerations. City outreach and analysis will be on-going 
until August 2018. See https://hala.consider.it for more 
information. Many Single-family zoned properties within 
the Roosevelt Urban Village are slated to become ӽLow-
RiseӾ, and while this could bring big changes to the 
residential areas, the economics will determine what is 
actually feasible for developers. Where "land values" are 
lower than the current "home valueӾ there is not likely 
going to be change.  
 
Sound Transit - Transit Oriented Development 

The development team of Mercy Housing and Bellwether 
(both local non-proֹts) have been selected as the ֹrst 
choice by Sound Transit and Oֻce of Housing for the 
redevelopment of the Sound Transit construction site, and 
will begin negotiations for the ST contract. 
 
The RNA will be scheduling a public meeting for 
the development team to present their proposal. 
 
Key features include: 

¶ 245 housing units; 

¶ 100 percent of the housing units aָordable long-term 
to those earning at or below 60% of area median 
income (AMI), with over 40% of the units aָordable 
to those earning 30% or 50% AMI; 

¶ 42 percent of the units sized for larger families (2 and 3 
bedroom units); 

¶ A mix of additional community-serving uses, 
including retail, daycare, and a community room; 

¶ A through-block pedestrian connection that creates a 
public gathering space and promotes a high-quality 
pedestrian environment adjacent to the transit station. 

Citywide District 4 Open House  

Tuesday January 30th at 6-8pm, at Hamilton Middle 
School, 1610 N. 41st St. Seattle 98103. Come and review maps 
of proposed MHA zoning changes to your urban village. 
District 4 includes the following urban villages: Eastlake, 
Fremont, Greenlake, Roosevelt, U-District, Wallingford. 
Contact: jesseca.brand@seattle.gov for more information. 
Land Use meetings are 2nd Tuesdays @ 7pm at CCA, 6801 
Roosevelt Way NE.  

Land Use meetings are 2nd Tuesdays @ 7pm at CCA, 6801 
Roosevelt Way NE. 



Drafted Vision Framework 
By Amanda Winters, RNA Secretary 
 
With the anticipated opening of the light rail in 2021, the 
Roosevelt Neighborhood Association (RNA) expects the 
number of issues for community discussion will  
multiply.  After many conversations over the years about the 
need to deֹne mission, vision, and values, the RNA Board 
took the opportunity to reֺect on a framework to guide our 
community engagement eָorts in years to come in  
December 2017. Below are initial drafts of mission, vision, 
and values that the RNA Board hopes to present to the  
community for their input at the January General Meeting. 
 
MISSION: 
The RNA facilitates inclusive community engagement 
eָorts to support neighbors and local partners in achieving 
an equitable, happy, and forward-looking Roosevelt. 
 
VISION:   
People from diָerent backgrounds can live, work, or play in 
a Roosevelt that supports access to a variety of high quality 
housing, transportation, businesses, schools, and services for 
a happy and secure life. 
 
 
 
 

VALUES: 

¶ Inclusivity: We welcome everyone who lives, works, or 
plays in Roosevelt to the table. 

¶ Equity: We believe that a personӻs experience in the 
RNA, Roosevelt, and the surrounding community should 
not be determined by race, sex, gender, sexual orientation, 
age, religion, national origin, disability, economic, or hous-
ing status. 

¶ Future-orientation: We celebrate Rooseveltӻs history and 
proactively collaborate with our neighbors and partners to 
envision and plan for the future of our neighborhood. 

¶ Community voice: We support meaningful community 
engagement and access to understandable information to 
activate the communityӻs voice. 

¶ Bull Moose-ivity: We celebrate our communityӻs resilient 
and innovative spirit, like Theodore Rooseveltӻs bull moose.* 
 
How can you provide feedback? Send your suggestions to 
rna@rooseveltseattle.org or come talk to us at the General 
Meeting on January 16. 
 
*Please note that Bull Moose-ivity is unlikely to be found in 
any reputable dictionary. 
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